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REGULATION West Irondequoit 
Central School District 

Regulation 8360R Instruction 

ANIMALS IN THE SCHOOL 

Animals Housed in the Classroom 

Pursuant to Education Law 809, any school which cares for or uses animals for study will provide 
the animal with the following: appropriate quarters; sufficient space for the normal behavior and 
postural requirements of the species; proper ventilation, lighting, and temperature control; 
adequate food and clean drinking water; and quarters which are cleaned on a regular basis and 
located in an area where undue stress and disturbance are minimized. 

Therapy Dogs 

The following minimum standards apply to all therapy dogs approved to serve in the West 
Irondequoit schools. 

1. A therapy dog must be clean, well-groomed, and not have an offensive odor. 

2. A therapy dog does not urinate or defecate in inappropriate locations. 

3. A therapy dog does not annoy any member of the student body or school personnel by 
seeking attention. 

4. A therapy dog does not vocalize unnecessarily. 

5. A therapy dog shows no aggression towards people or other animals. 

6. A therapy dog does not solicit or steal food or other items from the student body or school 
personnel. 

7. A therapy dog does not in any way interfere with the educational process of any student. A 
therapy dog does not pose a health or safety threat to any student, employee, or other 
persons. 

On an annual basis, therapy dog owners must provide proof of the dog’s health as specified 
below: 

1. Proof of current Inoculations 

2. Proof of Health, such as a current health certificate from a Veterinarian 

3. Visible cleanliness of dog with no sign of fleas/ticks 

4. A visually healthy, alert and not grossly over or under weight dog 

5. Proof of physical and stool sample 

6. Proof of Heartworm Test 

Service Animals 

Service animals on school grounds are expected to: 

1. Be in good health 
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2. Have all required vaccinations 

3. Be housebroken 

4. Be under the control of the individual whom they serve (or the animal's handler if it is 
someone other than the individual) 

5. Be trained to perform the necessary tasks for the individual 

6. Be trained to function appropriately in the educational setting 

7. Pose no threat to the health or safety of others 
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