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From the Dean of School
Happy Friday!
We are such a vibrant school community! Once again this week, this newsletter
is full of information and all the great things happening at our school.
Teachers were busy meeting today as a full faculty, by departments, and by
committees. There is so much work to be done as we strive every day to make
our school even better than it was the day before.
A special THANK YOU those that contributed on January 25 on
www.donorschoose.org! Two teacher projects were fully funded on that day!
Today ends National School Choice Week. You can read President Donald
Trump's proclamation here:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-proclai
ms-january-21-january-27-2018-national-school-choice-week/
Have a great weekend! Thank you for your support!
Sincerely,
Maureen Mooney
Dean of School

From the Assistant Director of Student Services
Hello Founders Academy Families,
We will be hosting a College Overview for Juniors presentation on Thursday,
February 8, 2018 in the upper cafeteria starting at 6:00 pm. Val Castonguay
from the New Hampshire Higher Education Assistance Foundation’s Center for
College Planning will be here to discuss how to narrow down and create a list of
colleges, questions to ask on a college tour, college essay pointers, the
application timeline, and the basics of financial aid. This program is free, open to
the public and no RSVP is required. We encourage all Founders Academy high
school Juniors to attend however, all students and families are welcome. If you
are not able to attend but are interested in learning about this program, feel free
to view a PDF of the presentation, watch a previously recorded webinar or attend
another presentation. Most evening presentations are open to the public.

The Center for College Planning will also be hosting a Destination College annual
college convention for Juniors and their parents at Southern New Hampshire
University on Saturday, April 7, 2018 from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm.
“This event is designed to help high school Juniors and their families prepare for
entry into college. This annual statewide college preparation convention is held
every spring through collaborative efforts between The NHHEAF Network
Organizations and New Hampshire colleges and universities. All of the day's
events are FREE to students and parents. Attendees will have access to a
variety of free college planning workshops, student keynote speaker and have
the opportunity to participate in scholarship raffles and attend a college fair.”
We hope all of our Juniors and their families will plan to attend!
Please let us know if you have any questions about either event.
Sincerely,
The Student Services Department

~Debra Castonguay, Assistant Director of Student Services
( debra.castonguay@tfanh.org )

From the Registrar
Dear Parents Barring any unforeseen glitches, Report Cards will be sent out this Monday (1/29) by 5pm. Report Cards will
be sent to students and all approved parent/guardian contacts listed for those students. Report Cards will
only be sent to your official tfanh.org accounts.
Now that we have officially reached the 2nd half of this school year, we are going into high gear to prepare
for next school year! Amongst other things, teachers are currently working on designing and proposing new
elective courses for next year's high school students. New courses are being worked on in all subject areas
and current high school students will have a chance to identify which of these courses are of interest to them
before we break for February Vacation.
Departments are also working diligently on designing the remaining "core" classes that will be offered next
year as The Founders Academy looks to host its inaugural Senior Class! As with all of our high school credit
courses, special effort is made to ensure that these courses meet our expectations of what high school
courses should encompass. Teachers pay close attention to what topics are required and what standards
have been set by the State of New Hampshire and what standards colleges are looking for. In most cases,
courses are being designed by teachers using the knowledge and experience of those of us who have taught
at the high school level before.
Students should be on the lookout for information on all of these new courses soon!
Thank you,

Greg McKenzie
Registrar

School News
Martin Luther King Assembly
On January 23rd, 2018, Ms. Brown and her Round Table students hosted a school-wide assembly in honor
of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. After the presentation of the colors and the chorus singing the
national anthem, students took turns reading about the different facets of the Reverend Dr. King’s incredible
life and the influence his work still has in today’s society. Additionally, students watched a portion of the I
Have a Dream speech delivered by the Reverend Dr. King in Washington D.C. in the summer of 1963.

Teacher of the Month: January
The Teacher of the Month for January, 2018 is Ms. Nichols! Ms. Nichols is in her second year teaching
math at Founders. Currently she teaches Algebra, Geometry and Math Course 3. However, Ms. Nichols
does much more than teach at Founders! She is the advisor for the Running Club, the Sewing Club,
MATHCOUNTS, Chess Club, and has offered to "step up" as an adviser for additional clubs that may
interest students too! She has great school spirit, always supports students and staff, and works hard for her
students. Congratulations, Ms. Nichols!

Volunteer of the Month
Jason DiPietro has been a great help to the Founders Academy. He is a mentor for the FTC Blockbuster
team, and oversees the programming and building process of the robot. In January, the Founders Academy
hosted the final scrimmage before state championships, and he devoted his time to helping set up and clean
up as well as assisting in the event itself.
He is a member on the Parent Steering Committee as well and is the representative of 8th grade. We greatly
appreciate all the work that he has been doing for our school, and we'd like to congratulate him for being the
volunteer of the month for January.
-Leah and Josiah D.

Geography Bee
The Geography Bee took place on January 25th: below is the final ranking.
Champion - Jackson H. (2 years in a row)
2nd - Akshay M.
3rd - Keegan C.
There were 8 contestants total, and the Championship round went to double overtime questions. It was very
close! Jackson will go on to the state competition in March.

Thespian Honor Society
On Wednesday, January 24th, eight students were inducted into the International Thespian Society. The
International Thespian Society is about dedication to excellence in theatre arts in secondary schools. This
organization is named for Thespis, the Greek who, according to legend, was the first actor. The International
Thespian Society strives to give young adults a place for outstanding theatre where the standards of
excellence in theatre arts will be advanced, and to honor those students who do theatre well. It is guided by
the principles of its founders: a belief that participation in the arts is an essential means of widening students’
cultural horizons and enriching their lives. It was a great honor to confer membership to these students and
recognize their commitment to theatre, and we look forward to adding more high school students to this
honor society in the upcoming years!
You can read the speech delivered by playwright Robert Patrick at the Thespian Society’s fiftieth anniversary
celebration, which was read at our induction ceremony here!

In the Classroom: Mr. Gaumont
Mr. Gaumont’s Level 3 History students competed in a Constitutional scavenger hunt on Thursday. Working
in groups of two, the students were tasked with answering a series of twenty five questions. The answers to
the questions could be found in the first five articles of the United States Constitution. The students were
required to cite the appropriate article and section of the Constitution in order to receive credit. For example,
Article 1, Section 3 states that the United States Senators must be at least thirty years of age. The students
expressed that they had fun and learned in an engaging way.

D’Angelos “Fun Food Friday” and Pizza Mondays

Dear Parents/Guardians,
Please fill out the Fun Food Friday form to order sub sandwich or caesar salad. Please return to the front
desk with cash or check.
ORDER FORM


There is no form to order pizza: just pay on Monday's at the school store, $2.50/slice.

Third Annual Job Fair
The third annual Founders job fair will be on March 7th, 2018, from 3:00 - 6:00 PM. If you know anyone who
is interested in applying and/or attending the fair please be sure to pass along this notice to them at the link
below.
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/about/job_opportunities/job_fair/

Volunteer Teacher Substitutes Needed
Dear parents/guardians,
Winter is always a busy time for our volunteer subs because of teachers getting sick more often. Our current
group is small and we could really use more help! If you or anyone you know would be interested in being
available to substitute teach on a semi-regular basis, or if you have any questions on what substituting would
entail, please email lauren.brouillette@tfanh.org.
Thank you!

New Family Mid-Year Gathering
With just over half of the school year already in the books, we invite you to an informal evening of connection
and conversation, hosted by new parent and TFA board member, Kristi Scarpone.
February 5, 6-7:00 pm in the lower cafe. Coffee will be served, option to bring a dessert to share.
There is no formal agenda, just simply an opportunity to share your child’s experience in your first six months
at Founders and meet other new families.
Students are welcome, and please RSVP to kristi.scarpone@tfanh.org by February 4.

Winter Dance Volunteers Needed
Hello Dance Committee!
It's time to get ready for our second dance of the 2017-2018 school year. This will be the Winter Dance on
Friday, February 2nd from 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Open to all grades.
We charge the $5.00 admission, which includes snack and water.
9th, 10th, and 11th graders are allowed to bring an outside guest with prior approval from Dean Mooney.
The guest must fill out and submit a form to the school before the night of the dance.
There will be 3 ways in which you can help with the dance. You can pick 1, 2, or even all 3!
*The first is to help set up and decorate the cafeteria the day of the dance. We have to wait until 1 pm (after
all the lunches). You can stay until 3:15 when your child/children end their school day.
*The second is to help chaperone the night of the dance. You can come right before the dance starts @
6:25 p.m. until the dance ends at 9:00 p.m. The only thing we ask is that if you offer the chaperone, please
stay and help break down the room when the dance is over. It usually only takes around 20 minutes after
the dance is done to put the whole room back. "Many hands make light work." It would be great if everyone
stayed and helped out with that! We do not 'limit' the number of people that can chaperone...the more the
merrier!
*The third thing is to donate some type of goodie or a case of water for the night of the dance. If you are
bringing in goodie/water, please plan on bringing 24 of something (example: 24 brownies or 24 bags of
chips, water to be 16oz..the kiddos drink a lot of water)
If you could get back to me on what you'd be able to do to help to make this a successful Winter Dance, it
would be much appreciated! (laurie.dipietro@tfanh.org)
Warm regards,
Laurie DiPietro

Admissions Open House: Tuesday, February 6th
The Founders Academy Public Charter School Hosts Admissions Information Nights - February 6, 2018
MANCHESTER, NH - The Founders Academy, an open enrollment chartered public school for grades 6-12
at 5 Perimeter Road, Manchester, NH, is having an Admissions Information Night for prospective families on
Tuesday, February 6, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. The evening's program includes brief presentations on the
school's mission, rigorous and challenging curriculum, and admissions process. The evening concludes
with a self-guided tour of the school and opportunities to talk individually with teachers and administrators.

Volunteer Opportunities/Donations/Fundraising
Most Needed Items at Founders: Updated
Below is a list of the most needed items at Founders right now, and to see more visit our website here.
Copy Paper is our biggest need right now, as we are just about completely out.
Scotch Tape
Painter's Tape
Doorstops
Kleenex
Plastic Utensils (especially spoons)
Ibuprofen
Black Permanent Markers
White Board Markers
Colored Copy Paper

Prop Donations Needed for Drama Club
Hello Founders Community!
The Drama Club is currently looking for the following props for our production of "The Entire American
Revolution in 40 Minutes or Less!" Can you help? If you have any of the following items, please let Ms. Mote
know! (kate.mote@tfanh.org)
Easel

Tricycle
Mops
Brooms (at least 3)
Megaphone
Lightsaber
Red wagons (2)
Black flag
White flag
Feathered headbands
Chess game
French/American/British flags

Please Support Our Choral Program!
As a newly-founded NH Charter School, The Founders Academy is excited about its budding arts
programming. The Choral Program is asking for your assistance by donating to our “Choral Supporters
Donor Page,” which will list your patronage in Founders Academy Choral Program in our 2017/2018 annual
concert and production playbill programs. Your donation will be for the entire 2017/18 academic year.
Please see the following link for the donors form: http://bit.ly/2y2HCzw

Other
School Calendar
Regularly check the school calendar online link:  http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar
NOTE: Dates are continuously added and possibly changed throughout the year. Please check the online
school calendar regularly.

Founders on Social Media!
Be sure to follow Founders on Facebook here:
Founders' Facebook Carpooling Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/
Founders' Facebook Volunteering Parents Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/

Be sure to follow Founders on Twitter here: 
Check out Founders Youtube Channel here:
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